
Thousands of plant, animal, 

and insect species work together 

in a complex dance of diversity 

that keeps the river clean, strong, 

and healthy.

EVERY CHARACTER THAT LIVES IN THE WATERSHED HAS AN AMAZING
ROLE TO PLAY IN KEEPING THE RIVER ALIVE AND HEALTHY. 

Which river hero would 
you like to be?

Habitat loss hurts many 

species in the watershed. In 

the Upper Delaware alone, 

25 animal species are listed as 

threatened or endangered, 

with more declining every day. 

Many plant and insect species 

are disappearing, too. By 

controlling development and 

rejuvenating wetlands, we 

can help them survive.

!

Heroes of the River

Fiddler Crab
I’m a cleaner! To eat, I shovel mud into my 

mouth, sift out bits of algae, bacteria and 

dead matter, and spit out the rest. This 

cleans the soil and adds air that helps other 

creatures breathe.

Eelgrass
I’m a protector! My roots hold the 

riverbed together, keeping soil from 

washing away downstream. And 

my long tendrils provide hiding 

places and food for lots of species.

Pickerelweed
I breathe for others! My stems 

and leaves have air-filled 

chambers that leak oxygen into 

the soil of the riverbed, providing 

air for microorganisms at the 

base of the food chain.

River Otter
I’m a traveler! My family and I constantly 

move from place to place looking for food 

to feed our big appetites. Our wandering 

ways mean we need a large, healthy 

habitat to survive.

American Shad
I feed others! I’m a major food 

source for many larger fish, 

mammals, birds, and humans. I’m 

so important that several U.S. 

cities host annual festivals to 

celebrate me.

Freshwater Mussel
I’m a strainer! I feed by inhaling 

water and filtering out tiny 

organic particles of food and 

debris. My filter feeding helps 

clean the water for all species that 

live in the river.

Dragonfly
I’m a fierce hunter! I eat 

hundreds of mosquitoes, flies, 

gnats, midges, and wasps 

every day. That’s how I keep 

insect populations in check so 

they don’t overrun the habitat.
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RIVER ALIVE! HEROES INTRODUCTION: I researched, wrote and art directed this graphic that introduces 
kids and adults to some key characters that make up the Delaware River watershed. River Alive! opens 
this year in Philadelphia.

Text and Art Direction: Sharon Handy




